Teague Bill to Study Public Transit Options for Southern New Mexico

Teague-Reyes Legislation Could Lead to Rail Runner Extension to Las Cruces and El Paso

Washington, DC - Thursday, Congressman Harry Teague introduced the Southwestern Transit
Corridor Planning and Fuel Use Reduction Act. The legislation is aimed at easing congestion
and conserving energy for commuters in southern New Mexico.

"Residents of Las Cruces and El Paso deserve a first-rate transit option like commuter rail. This
study will determine whether or not that's feasible," said Congressman Harry Teague. "With
funding from the Recovery Act we are already adding more lanes to I-10 between Las Cruces
and El Paso, which is great. But adding more lanes can't always be the solution. We need
public transportation to ease congestion and save energy"

The legislation provides for a feasibility study to look into additional public transportation options
between Las Cruces and El Paso as a study to extend the Rail Runner south from Belen, New
Mexico to El Paso, Texas and to stops in between. El Paso Congressman, Silvestre Reyes is a
cosponsor of the legislation.

The bill was referred to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee of which
Congressman Harry Teague is a member. The Committee will soon be taking up a
reauthorization of the Surface Transportation Program which includes commuter rail.
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